A Brief History of Rock and Roll. (1952 to 1961)
Music, in one form or another, goes back to hairy, hunched over creatures, none too bright, who, with nothing to do in the cave on dark nights, banged sticks together, on the ground (and maybe on each other), to get some sort of regular beat or rhythm. Despite some people thinking modern day rock 'n' rollers are still hairy, hunched over and none too bright, this record (pardon the pun), will not go back quite that far. 

So where should the history of rock 'n' roll start? How about 1878?  Well this was when Thomas Edison patents the first phonograph. That done, it another nine years before the first "record" company, The North American Phonograph Company, actually began selling products for use on these machines. That same year, 1887, saw some new "technology" arrive however, with the patent Emile Berliner of the first proper Gramophone. Okay, at last we have a recognisable record player, but where's the rock 'n' roIl? 

1927 - The next step in the evolution of R&R could be said to be the invention of the first successful amplified guitar. But things moved slowly in those days, times of depression and limited "electrical" entertainment, and hence it was not for another full decade before history records any impact by the electric guitar. This was when, in 1937, Charlie Christian changed jazz music forever with his use of the "radical" new instrument, a move that saw other jazz musicians across the US quickly follow suit. 

1937 -  Billboard Magazine introduces a pop music chart. Regular movement of records through this chart; making number one, staying there for "X" number of weeks etc., suddenly all became very relevant to both the public and the music industry. The following year Les Paul develops the solid body guitar and the snow ball is now finally gaining some real momentum. The next major event is a biggy: Vinyl records. 

1948 - Columbia Records was the first to use vinyl records. They were cheaper, making them affordable for everyone for the first time.

1951 - Alan Freed begins his own Rhythm and Blues radio show on WJW Cleveland. It's a name the world will come to know, a name that will forever linked to R&R as its father.  Born in 1935, at a mere sixteen, Richard Wayne Pennimar would have no idea of how big he was to become (still working and popular in 1996), as the one and only, Little Richard. 

During these times in the US, there was a growing concern about the route music was taking. Big bands, were clean cut and wholesome, but, were losing favour with the young; while the music becoming more popular with teenagers was seen by the authorities as being corrupt or evil 

1952 -  In Cleveland, Alan Freed and his "Moondog Coronation Ball".  Live bands, top music; favourite artists and favourite hits.  The crowd was unexpectedly huge, the army of teenagers were soon dancing in their seats, the aisles, then got totally carried away. A riot of hysterical kids broke out, police arrive en masse, and officially the rock 'n' roll era has commenced. 

1954 -  Alan Freed held another of his huge live shows, this one called "Rock 'n' Roll Jubilee", and this event has gone down in the record books as the very first time the term rock 'n' roll is associated with the music. The same year sees Bill Haley & His Comets record "Rock Around The Clock" for Pythian Temple Studios, in New York City. 

1954 - US Congress passed a bill that actually made it illegal to send R&R records via the mail. The year also saw Elvis record his first song, with Sun Records, called "That's All Right Mama", and also saw Alan Freed move from his small time local Cleveland radio station, to a national one, WINS New York City. 

1955 -  Reminiscent of the demise of vinyl caused by CD's, in 1945 45's outsell LP's for the first time, and the potential of the market niche of kids buying their favorite singles finally hits home with the music industry. During 1955 "Rock Around The Clock" breaks into the UK music charts, and, in a big year for Bill Hailey, this event is immediately followed by that recording hitting National No I in the US, the first rock 'n' roll record to ever do so. Born in 1926 (yep, he's 70), Charles Edward Anderson (Chuck) Berry's hit "Maybelline" rockets into the Top 40 this year too. 

1956 -  Elvis has moved to RCA and records for them "Heartbreak Hotel", "Don't Be Cruel" and "You Aint Nothing But A Hound Dog". Back to Alan Freed. This time it's a thing called "Rock 'n' Roll Dance Party" a weekly R&R radio show broadcast across the entire USA. Another first. This same year, two youngsters meet and become friends at a church picnic. Their first names are Paul and John; but as yet no one thinks "beetles" is spelt with an A. Elvis makes his first TV appearance on "Stage Show”. "Studio 5" open in Soho, London (UK's Kings Cross), and is the first pure R&R club outside mainland USA. 


1957 - The Cavern Club opens in Liverpool. Charles Hardin (Buddy) Holly,  born in 1936, sees "That'll Be The Day" hit National No 1. Elvis buys Graceland, while "Jailhouse Rock, "All Shook Up" and "Teddy Bear" all take turns at hitting National No 1. Ricki Nelson sings "I'm Walkin"' on his mom and dads TV show "The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet”.


1957 - Jerry Lee Lewis appears on TV, his foot on the piano debut being on The Steve Allen Show, while American Bandstand, a US staple to become an institutionalised icon, also hits US TV for the very first time. 

1958 -  "Good Golly Miss Molly" goes into the Top 40 charts. Elvis is inducted, shorn, and shipped off to Germany. Billboard Magazine begins the “Hot 100 Chart". Danny and the Juniors have a National No I with "At the Hop". The Champs do the same thing with "Tequila". So do the Silhouettes with "Get a Job". 

1959 -  Buddy Holly, Richie Valens and the Big Bopper die in a plane crash near Clear Lake, Iowa. The first Grammy Awards are presented for Record and Song of the year. "Go Johnny Go", one of the earliest rock films, opens and is the ilk of Rock Around the Clock and Jailhouse Rock. 

1960 -  Eddie Cochran dies in an auto accident, still a baby at the age of twenty two. Ernest Evans, at a mere nineteen, has a monster hit with "The Twist" (yep, he's better known as Chubby Checker). Elvis' big No 1 this year was "Stuck on You". 

The instruments of pop:
	Electric guitar
	Developed by Les Paul and first popularised by the American Fender company. Could be either loud and aggressive or subdued and lyrical. Often there were two - the rhythm guitar playing rhythmic chords together with the drum kit, and the lead guitar playing solos and riffs.

	Keyboards
	Many bands used Hammond organs or electric pianos because they were easily transported while on tour.

	Drum kit
	Provided the all-important beat. Main components are the bass drum, the snare drum and the hi-hat (two cymbals on a stand that can be operated by foot pedal).

	Bass
	Often a double bass, plucked.


Rock 'n Roll was a marriage between a variant of black Blues music, Rhythm 'n blues and white American folk or Country music called Rockabilly. It also took in elements of Gospel music and Western swing. Rock 'n Roll typically used the basic Blues chord sequence, played fast on the guitar.

As well as the Blues chord sequence, Rock 'n Roll typically featured a repetitive 'walking' bass line - like this :
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“Honey Don’t” by Carl Perkins.
This was the B-side to “Blue Suede Shoes” (also by Carl Perkins).
Structure

· 5 bar intro

· 12 Bar Blues (Bars 6-17) as follows: E E C C E E C C B B E E 

· 12 Bar Blues (Bars 18-29) as follows: E E E E A A E E B B E E

· Bars 30-49 – Instrumental (Shortened 12 bar blues)
· 12 Bar Blues (Bars 50-62) as follows: E E C C E E C C B B E E

· 12 Bar Blues (Bars 63-74) as follows: E E E E A A E E B B E E

· Bars 74-83 – Instrumental (Shortened 12 bar blues)

· Bars 84-End – Outtro using 12 Bar Blues as follows: E E E E A A E E B B E E

